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Objectives In Tokyo, preventing passive smoking progressed during the 32nd Olympic Games. However, smok-

Methods

Results

ing areas remain in many local city halls, and tobacco product companies donate smoking areas in front
of stations and near parks. A questionnaire survey was conducted at the Western Block Conference of the
National Association of Directors of Health Departments of Designated Cities to accurately assess the sta-
tus of smoking areas established and managed by designated cities.

Questionnaires were distributed to the relevant departments in 30 designated cities. Smoking rates in
the prefectures in which each designated city 1s located and tobacco tax revenues by city were collected
from comprehensive information provided by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. The
Mann-Whitney U test compared smoking rates. Fisher’s exact test examined for correlations, with £<0.05
considered significant. Because this study was an analysis of a questionnaire survey conducted among gov-
ernment agencies and open data, an ethics review was deemed unnecessary.

Fifteen designated cities (50%) had smoking areas in their city halls. The reasons provided were “staff
preference” in five cities and “citizen preference” in three. Twenty-four designated cities (80%) had
smoking areas donated by tobacco companies. The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(FCTC) guidelines were recognized in 18 designated cities (60%). There was no significant difference
in smoking prevalence between designated cities with and without smoking areas in their city halls (P =
0.933). FCTC awareness was not significantly related to the presence of smoking areas donated by
tobacco companies (P = 1). The presence of smoking areas in city halls and presence of smoking areas
donated by tobacco companies had no significant relation (P = 0.651). Drawing a line of 2 billion yen in
tobacco tax revenue, designated cities exceeding this threshold were significantly may have smoking areas
in their city halls (P = 0.025).

Conclusion Smoking areas remain in city halls of designated cities in Western Japan. Although the presence or

absence of smoking areas in city halls and smoking rate or donation of smoking areas had no significant
relationship, there was a significant relationship with the tobacco tax. Local governments should not

install smoking areas to prevent passive smoking.
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