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Ethics education in Japanese public health nursing educational institutions
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Objectives Our goal was to assess the current status of ethics education for public health nursing (PHN)

Methods

Results

among PHN schools in Japan and to obtain basic data for the development of a model curriculum,
educational methods, and materials for PHN ethics education.

Questionnaires were sent to 229 PHN educators at PHN schools in Japan (one-year-course PHN
schools, PHN integration curriculum schools, PHN junior colleges, and PHN colleges). Questions
included attributes of the participants and their facilities, the form of PHN certificate education, the
existence of separate or related subjects of PHN ethics education and its implementation plan, the
existence of other ethics subjects, the importance of learning PHN ethics, desirable objectives, the
existence of faculties to administrate the subject(s), the necessity of training for faculties, the
resources needed for education, and the necessity of ethics content for PHNs. Descriptive statistics
were used to analyze each variable, and content analysis was conducted for free descriptions.

A total of 89 questionnaires were returned (38.9%). The following are the responses by type of
schools: college (78.7%), junior college (4.5%), and specialized training school (99%) . There were
no separate subjects for PHN ethics; furthermore, about 909 of the schools did not have an im-
plementation plan for an ethics subject. A large minority (42.7%) taught PHN ethics as part of
other subjects. Regarding the importance of PHN ethics education, 90% answered “extremely im-
portant” or “important to some extent” and 58.4% replied that it was essential to have mandatory
PHN ethics as a subject. However, more than 40% replied that they did not have faculties in charge
of ethics education and 80% replied they needed training for faculties. For 80%, the required train-
ing was “off-campus” provided by specialist associations or academic societies. The most essential

PHN ethics topics were: “occupational ethics for PHN practitioners,” “health and basic human

rights,” “personal information and its protection,” “PHN ethics,” and “ethical self-determination

in PHN.”

Conclusion While the necessity of PHN ethics education was perceived as highly important, its implemen-

tation rate was low. This investigation revealed that model curricula, educational materials, and
faculties who could teach the subject were missing. It was also apparent that, nationwide, what was
needed for PHN ethics education was not currently structured into the curricula. Therefore, it is ur-
gent to build a consensus on the PHN ethics definition and then to develop model curricula, educa-

tional methods, and materials of PHN ethics, and training for faculties.
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