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Current state of measures to deal with natural disasters at public universities

Tomoko HIRoUucHI*, Mamoru TANKA*, Tkuko SHIMADA*, Yoshinobu YOSHIMOTO?* and Atsushi SATO*

Key words : disaster manual, public university, existence, emergency food

Objectives The responsibility of a university after a large-scale, natural disaster is to secure the safety of stu-
dents’ and local residents’ lives. The present study investigated the current state of measures at pub-
lic universities to deal with natural disasters in coordination with the local community.

Methods A survey was administered at 77 public universities in Japan from March 25 to May 10, 2011.
The survey included questions on the existence of local disaster evacuation sites, a disaster manual,
disaster equipment storage, emergency drinking water, and food storage.

Results A total of 51% of universities had designated local evacuation sites. Based on responses for the
remaining questions, universities with and without the designated disaster response solutions ac-
counted for 429 and 57%, respectively, for disaster manuals; 55% and 33%, respectively, for dis-
aster equipment; 32% and 139, respectively, for disaster drinking water storage; and 26% and
7%, respectively, for emergency food storage.

Conclusion A majority of public universities have not created disaster manuals, regardless of whether they
have a local evacuation site. The survey results also indicated that most universities have no storage

of disaster equipment or emergency supplies.

* Department of Health Science, University of Kochi
2* Department of Rehabilitation, Koseinenkin Kochi Rehabilitation Hospital



