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SURVEY ON PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING EDUCATION-IN THE
COMPARISON OF NURSING EDUCATION COURSES,
UNIVERSITIES, ADVANCED COURSES FOR PUBLIC

HEALTH NURSE WITH JUNIOR NURSING COLLEGES,
AND PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING SCHOOL

Kayoko HIRANO*, Nobuko IKEDA?*, Katuko KANAGAWA®* | Sigeki SHIOMI**, Akira SUZUKI*,
Tomoko HIRAYAMA®*, Akie FURUYA®*, Kyoko YMAZAKI’*, and Seiji YASUMURA®*

Key words : public health nursing education, public health, Activities of public health nurses, universities
that offer nursing courses, advanced courses for public health nurses with junior nursing col-

leges, public health nursing schools

Purpose Changes in public health nursing education have been consideration. Theses changes include a
dramatic increase in the number of public health nurses (PHNs) who have enrolled for nursing
courses at university. This study was conducted to assess the current status and future of public
health nursing education as perceived by teachers and students at three types of schools: universi-
ties offering nursing courses, advanced courses for PHNs with junior nursing colleges, and public
health nursing schools.

Methods Questionnaires were distributed to teachers and students by mail. The questions that were sent
to teachers asked which subjects were required to become a certified PHN, which lecture methods
were employed to teach public health-particularly community health assessment methods, and
what was the level of awareness of the activities of PHNs. Students were asked about their motiva-
tion to be a PHN, their understanding of public health, their views of public health activities and
their images of PHNS.

Results Responses were analyzed and differences between questionnaires from different schools were
noted. These included the number of subjects and the total number of hours spent doing practical
training and field experience in universities and the other types of schools, and the number of
teachers. Differences also were noted among students at three types of schools about their age,
methods of public health activities, knowledge about activities undertaken by PHNs, and their
images of PHNs. No differences were observed among the schools with respect to the students’
conceptual understanding of public health.

Conclusion Student age, practical training and field experience were found to contribute to their level of
understanding of public health and public health nursing. It is thus necessary to consider the
teaching methods employed by universities that administer nursing courses and the effectiveness

of courses offered by graduate schools.
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