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FACTORS RELATED TO THE DEMAND OF CAREGIVERS FOR
INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF DISABLED PERSONS LIVING

AT HOME

Chisato TANIKAKE*

Key words : disabled persons, severely mentally and physically disabled persons, living at home, in-

Purpose

Methods

Results

stitutionalization, aging of caregivers

Recently, there has been an increase in the number of caregivers who are demanding in-
stitutionalization of the disabled, despite having taken care of them at home since their birth. It is
important to clarify the background of this demand in order to help develop plans aimed at social-
ly supporting the caregivers. This study was aimed at elucidating the factors related to demands
of caregivers to have disabled persons living at home institutionalized.

To caregivers of 410 home-living disabled persons, we handed out and collected questionnaires
asking for the following information: age of the disabled persons and their caregivers, severity of
the disability, status and level of manageability of the caregivers, and the place where the
caregivers wanted the disabled to live in the future. The demand for institutionalization of the dis-
abled and the attributes of the responders were analyzed by multiple logistic regression.

From the responses of 297 people who replied to the questions, univariate analysis revealed that
the demand for institutionalization significantly correlated with the labels of “severe” in the men-
tal disability certificate, “incapable of conversation” according to the Office of Population Cen-
suses and Surveys (OPCS) scale, “severe disability” in Oshima’s classification and “unfit” and
“unable to give daily care.” The results analyzed by multiple logistic regression revealed that ol-
der caregivers had a significantly higher odds ratio (18.3 for those in their 40s and 37.2 for those
in their 50s), indicating a strong correlation between the demand for institutionalization and the
age of the caregivers. According to the mental disability certificate, the odds ratio of those with

13

“A” was 5.0 relative to “other than A,” while the odds ratio was 3.8 for those “unable to give
care” against “able to give care,” in both cases statistically significant. As for suffering in daily
life, a majority of the caregivers aged 50 years or older claimed ““a limit to home caring” and “ag-
ing”. Regarding the shortage of public welfare services, a large percentage pointed out the incon-

veniences of emergency short stay, short stay, day care, and bathing services.

Conclusion The factors related to demand for institutionalization of disabled care receivers at home were

aging of the caregivers, incapability of giving daily care, and severe mental impairment. The age

of the caregivers was identified as an explicit factor.

* QOsaka Prefectural Suita Public Health Center



