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UTILITY OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH FOR
THE WORLD POPULATION STRATEGY
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Objective The populations of developing countries have so dramatically increased over the past two cen-

Method

turies that it has tended to undermine sustained economic growth and development. The popula-
tion growth rate in the Philippines, in particular, remains at 2.0%, one of the highest in the other
southeastern Asian countries. This has exacerbated problems of economic disparity and deterio-
ration in development so that the Philippine Government has declared it a political priority to ad-
dress the population problem. and for this purpose has asked the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) for assistance.

Based on past experience with the world population issue, the International Conference on
Population and Development in Cairo (ICPD) declared that the population strategy should be
merged into socio-economic development strategies that aim to achieve basic human needs, such
as, education, public health and gender equality. JICA assistance to improve maternal and child
health status and promote community health initiatives in the Philippines is based on this new

paradigm; the ICPD plan.

Output and Conclusion JICA has supported a diverse range of public health activities, such as the estab-

lishment of a comprehensive maternal and child health care system, advocacy of reproductive
health, performance of adolescence health education and assistance for participatory community
action. The efforts were generally geared towards sustainable implementation of health activities
in the community. The JICA project employed the public health approach that gained a global

consensus at Cairo to challenge the problem of a continuously high rate of population growth.

* JICA Family Planning/Maternal and Child Health Project in the Philippines
¥ Embassy of Japan, Republic of the Philippines
3% Department of Public Health, Graduate School of Medicine, Kyoto University
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