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NURSING INTERAGENCY REFERRAL FORMS ARE IMPORTANT
FOR COOPERATION WITHIN THE NURSING PROFESSION UPON
PATIENT TRANSFER FROM HOSPITAL TO HOME CARE.

"Terumi WATANABE*, Hisayo FUKAE*, Machiko MIwa*, and Keiko IMAFUKU*

Key words : The serving of hospital discharge notification, Hospital discharge notification forms, Nurses,

Public health, Cooperation, home care patients

The puropse of this study was to clarify factors concerning hospital discharge notification in
Shizuoka. The subjects, nurses at 146 hospitals and 93 public health centers or municipal health centers,
were surveyed by means of a questionaire. The data were analyzed by the chi-squared test and multiple
logistic linear regression analysis. The results showed that hospital discharge notification was provided by
92.6% of hospitals having a hospital discharge notification form, but only 7.4% of hospitals without such a
form. There was a significant difference in hospital discharge notification between hospitals with and
without a nursing interagency referral form, indicating that the latter is an important factor in provision of
information on transfer of patients from the care of hospital nurses to that of public health nurses (p<
0.001). There were no significant links between providing hospital discharge notification and the number
of beds, the existence of a visiting nurse room, the MSW, the examination of nursing assistance methods af-
ter discharge, or the notification of hospitalization. These results indicated that the nursing interagency

referral form to be important for notification purposes.

* Department of Community and Home Care Nursing, Graduate School of Allied Health
Sciences, Tokyo Medical and Dental University
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