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A STUDY OF INSTITUTIONAL MEDICAL CARE OF FEMALE
VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AND VIOLENCE

Naomi KANO*, Yasuhide NAKAMURAZ*, Toyo SAKURAYAMA®*, Yacko KATAOKA**,
Emi SHITAYA*¥, Sugao SHINOHARA, Mayumi OTAKE®*, Miyuki MAKINO®*

Key words: Sexual assault, Violence against women, Medical care

Objective The purpose of the study is to clarify the present situation of medical care for victims of sexual
assault and violence. Medical facilities in two wards in Tokyo were studied in order to know what
problems regarding medical care exist and how to support female victims.

Methods In April 1998, we distributed questionnaires to 338 medical facilities covering all the clinics
and hospitals, that had more than only otorhinolaryngology and ophthalmology, in Kouto-ku and Sumi-
da-ku, Tokyo. The questionnaire included questions about individual experience of consulting with sex-
ual assault and violence against women, the number of victims in the last year, and their understandings
for victims,

Result 1) 76 of the respondents completed the answer sheet by themselves. The mean age of the sub-
jects was 57.4 years old, 16.3% of them had seen sexual assault victims, and about 36.8% had cared for vic-
tims of violence.

2) 67 victims of sexual assault and violence were reported in the previous year. 36% of victims
of sexual assault were reported by facilities related to obstetrics, and 85% of victims of violence were report-
ed by general medical facilities.

3)  As for understandings for victims, those who thought the victims were responsible for the sex-
ual assault also regarded violence as caused by carelessness of victims.

Conclusion Medical facilities may be an important place to care for victims of sexual assault and vio-
lence against women. There are few data available as to how many women suffer from sexual violence.
This study showed for the first time the reality of sexual assault and violence from the viewpoints of medi-
cal facilities in Japan, although it had some limitations. It is necessary for more discussion about roles of

medical care for female victims of sexual assault and violence.
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