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MIDTERM ACHIEVEMENT AND PROBLEMS OF ALL MUNICIPAL
HEALTH AND WELFARE PLANS FOR THE ELDERLY
IN YAMAGATA PREFECTURE

Junko GoTou*, Seiji YASUMURA?*, Hiromi IMUTA?*, Hiromi ABE?*,
Toshiki KATURAY, Yumi WATANABE?*, Akiko HOSHINO*¥, Tkuko SUZUKI**

Key words: A municipal health and welfare plan for the elderly, Midterm achievement, Assessment

organization Opinions of inhabitants

Purpose This study was made for providing information in the preparation of Social Welfare Systems in
municipalities.

Methods Based on seven official reports by Yamagata Prefecture, quantitative data on health and wel-
fare services were analyzed. We investigated the midterm achievement and problems of a Municipal
Health and Welfare Plan for the Flderly in all 44 municipalities by mail survey (response rate 100%) . The
questionnaire included the progress situation of the plan, the existence of an assessment organization, and
the characteristics of the plan.

Results Both health service and welfare service achieved targets level to a degree. Concerning the
progress situation, “The midterm achievement is not satisfactory” for 65.9%¢ (29 municipalities). The
main reasons were “budgets” (93.1%, 27 municipalities) and “lack of manpower” (75.9%, 22 municipali-
ties) all of which indicates “lack of home helpers”. 58.6% of all 44 municipalities were reconsidering the
plan. In assessment organization existed in 31.8% (14 municipalities) of all municipalities.
Conclusion Itis necessary that analysis should consider not only use of quantitative data but also qualita-
tive one. The major problems found are that community characteristics were not reflected and the opinion

of inhabitants were not considered.
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