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GCOMPARISON OF CHARACTERISTICS BETWEEN
RESPONDENTS AND NONRESPONDENTS IN A NATIONAL
SURVEY OF JAPANESE ELDERLY
USING SIX YEAR FOLLOW-UP STUDY

Hidehiro SUGISAWA*, Hirohisa KISHINO**, Yoko SUGIHARA¥
Hideki OKABAYASHI®*, Hiroshi SHIBATA¥

Key words: Nonrespondents, Cross-sectional survey, Elderly, Subjective characteristics, Objective

characteristics

Purposes: The purpose of this study were twofold: 1) to examine differences between respondents and non-
respondents in sociodemographic or health characteristics, 2) to study nonresponse effects on relationships
between variables, using a 6 year follow-up study for both respondents and nonrespondents at the initial
survey. '
Methods: The data were collected in 1987 through a national survey of Japanese adults aged 60 and over.
A total of 2,200 interviews were completed from the list of 3,288 names. In 1993, 1,010 nonrespondents ex-
cluding persons who had died, moved, or whose addresses were unknown in the prior interview, were
recontacted through a mail questionnaire. A total of 559 persons completed the mail questionnaire. Of the
original 2,200 baseline interviewees, some by proxy interviews, 2,060 persons were reinterviewed, at the
same time as the mail survey. Sociodemographic and health variables (age and sex), social indicators
(educational attainment, marital status, and job status), health status (mortality, existence of diseases,
and activities of daily living), subjective well-being (life satisfaction, self-rated health, and economic satis-
faction) were compared between respondents and nonrespondents. Relationships between self-rated
health and sociodemograhic or health variables were examined by multiple regression analysis.
Results: 1.  Compared to people who participated in the survey, norespondents were likely to be male, in
the lower age categories, and with higher educational attainment at the follow-up survey. Also, life satisfac-
tion and self-rated health were lower in nonrespondents than in respondents. Reasons for nonresponse va-
ried but appeared to be somewhat related to characteristics of nonrespondents.

2. No significant relationships between self-rated health and sociodemographic or health varia-
bles appeared for the respondent group and also when including the nonrespondent group.
Conclusion: While differences between respondents and nonrespondents on certain variables were sig-

nificant, relationships between self-rated health and sociodemograhic variables were not observed.
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