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PRIMARY HEALTH CARE IN CHINA:
PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES
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The World Health Organization (WHO) put forward a global strategy goal of “Health for All
by year 2000” and pointed out the task of achieving this based on the primary health care (PHC) during

the Alma-Ate Conference in 1978. The government of China have endorsed the WHO agreement and per-

formed much work toward it. However, the gap between urban areas and rural areas is widening. The ac-
complishment of the goal of “Health for All by the year 2000” is still a critical task in China.

In this study, main health problems, government policies and measures on the framework of qual-

ity of life, health status, lifestyle and health-supporting environment, medical, health and welfare system

and health policies in PHC of China were diagnosed and evaluated according to the “diagnosis and evalua-

tion for health promotion” by Green and Kreuter (1991). Japanese experiences in a combined medical,

health and welfare system, elderly care, environmental protection and health education are very helpful to

strengthen PHC in China. A new partnership for “Health for All” between Japan and China to achieve
the goal of “Health for All by the year 2000” is imperative.

* Department of Environmental Medicine, Shimane Medical University
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