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THE HEALTH AND WELFARE SYSTEM
FOR ELDERLY IN FRANCE
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Dichotomy is the main characteristic of the Health and Welfare system in France. This system lies on two dis-
tinct fields, the medical field which is managed by the National Government, and the social field managed by the Local -
Government.

The French home care policy for the elderly has developed a large number of services to assist in activities of
daily living, to provide nursing and medical care at home, to improve living conditions, to maintain social relationships,
and to postpone institutionalization and hospitalization, respectively. The main home care service is represented by
“home helpers” who provide maid Notiniralics services. The second widely used sexvice is the “home care service” per-
formed by a team of nurses, assistant-nurses, psychologists, physiotherapists. This team provides nursing care and as-
sisstance in activities of daily living.

As for institutions for the elderly, they are divided into welfare and medical institutions. The welfare institu-
tions include social establishments like shelter homes and nursing homes. The medical institutions are mostly repre-
sented by long-term care hospitals. One of the main goals of the aging policy is to create medical wards in welfare institu-
tions in response to the increased dependency of the institutionalized elderly. Recent experimental and innovative
concepts have been established, such as “shelter homes for dependent elderly” for physically or cognitively impaired

elderly.

* Tohoku University Graduate School of Medicine, Department of Social Medicine, Divi-
sion of Pablic Health





