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A SURVEY OF ALLERGIC DISEASES AMONG ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL CHILDREN IN SAGA PREFECTURE
THE FIRST REPORT. PREVALENCE AND PAST HISTORY

Kyoko Kar*, Masahire NISHIZUMI?*, Mitsuru MORI?*,
¥4

Naoko SHONO**, Yasuki HIGAKI**

Key words: Allergic diseases, Elementary school children, Past History, Prevalence

This study was carried out to determine the prevalence of several allergic diseases among elementary school
children in Saga prefecture.

A questionnaire was distributed to the parents of 2,795 children in 12 elementary schools located in urban, sea-
side and mountainous areas. The response rate was 92.8%.

The prevalence rate of allergic diseases among school children was 24.6% (27.5% for boys and 21.5% for
girls). The common types of allergic diseases among boys were allergic rhinitis (11.3%), atopic dermatitis (9.7%),
and bronchial asthma (5.7%), and those among girls were atopic dermatitis (9.7%), allergic rhinitis (6.5%), and
bronchial asthma (3.79% ). Analysis by residential area of the children, showed that the prevalence rate of allergic dis-
eases in total was increased in the order of mountainous (20.8%), seaside (24.1%) and urban area (28.7%) . The most
common type of allergic diseases was atopic dermatitis in urban and mountainous area, while allergic rhinitis was most

common in seaside area.

* Department of Regional and Family life, Faculty of Culture and Education, Saga Univer-
sity
2* Department of Community Health Science, Saga Medical School





