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APPLICATION OF INTERNET TECHNOLOGY IN PUBLIC HEALTH
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Recent advances in telecommunication technology have been enormous. Application of this technology in pub-
lic health has the potential to markedly improve global health through better surveillance and informtation systems.
With this assumption the GHNet was established in 1994 by representatives from academia, WHO, Pan American
Health Organization, the World Bank, NASA, IBM, and AT & T. The GHNet consists of seven components: 1) pro-
motion of networking with the Internet among people in public health; 2) disease tele-monitoring; 3) distance learning
system with the inte;net; 4) connection of non-governmental health organizations; 5) training cyberdocs who are edu-
cated in both public health and telecommunications; 6) establishment of an electronic scientific research server; and 7)
a home page on the World Wide Web (WWW). In order to effectively incorporate the Internet into the field, connectivi-
ty and knowing how to use it are of critical concern. More and more facilities are connected to the Internet in Japan.
However, few courses teaching how to utilize the Internet are provided for people in this field. An Internet training

.course for people in public health was held as a joint venture of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Global
Health Network (GHNet) on October 31, 1996, at the 55th Annual Meeting of Japanese Society of Public Health.
Most of the participants for the course were from local public health departments and very few had previous experience
with the Internet before the course. During this course participants learned how to use e-mail, how to find health
resources on the WWW, how to construct a home page, and how the Internet could be utilized to improve public health,
with their computers actually hooked to the Internet. From this experience, we found that this kind of course is feasible

and beneficial and hope that this course would serve as a model for training people in public health.
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