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A SURVEY ON INFECTION CONTROL PRACTICES,
KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES TOWARD
AIDS/HIV AMONG DENTAL PRACTITIONERS

Fumie A1zAwWA*2* Masami YONEMITSU?*, Yuzuru AIZAWA¥,
,

Nobuhiro HANADA*, Hiromasa AKADA*

Key words: AIDS, HIV, Dental practitioners, Knowledge, Attitude, Infection control practices

A survey was conducted in December 1993 by sending questionnaires to all 566 dentists of the Iwate Dental As-
sociation. The questionnaires consisted of 68 items including infection control practices, knowledge, and attitudes
towards AIDS/HIV. The response rate was 51.1 percent (N=289). The average age of dentists in the sample was
43.7+9.5(S.D.) (range: 28 to 85). Data was evaluated statistically by Kruskal-Wallis test, Mann-Whitney’s U test
and Chi-square test, and significant differences were observed. Gloves, masks, and other protective garments were
generally worn, but most dentists did not always use them during the full course of treatment limiting usage to surgical
treatment, and when treating patients in ‘‘high-risk groups’’. Other infection control procedures, such as instrument
sterilization, did not comply with the guidelines of the Ministry of Health and Welfare. Two dentists responded that
they had treated AIDS patients and three dentists treated possible AIDS/HIV patients in their dental offices. Despite
71.3% expressing a belief that they have a moral responsibility as a dentist to treat AIDS/HIV patients only 15.6%
were willing to treat AIDS/HIV patients. Over 40% of the respondents were not certain as to whether they had treated
AIDS/HIV patients or not, and over 609 believed AIDS/HIV patients would come to their dental offices in the near fu-
ture. Therefore, to practice dentistry on AIDS/HIV patients safely, dentists must provide effective infection control in
their dental offices on the assumption that all patients are AIDS/HIV positive, and additional information about
AIDS/HIV and adequate training on procedures in the care of AIDS/HIV patients are needed.

* Department of Oral Science, The National Institute of Health
2* Department of Preventive Dentistry, Iwate Medical University School of Dentistry
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